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International Day of Families

Remarks by Dr. Babatunde Ahonsi, Representative of the United Nations Population Fund, China
under the invitation of China Population Welfare Foundation
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My dear friends and families,

Since 1994, the International
Day of Families has been
observed on the 15th of May
every year. UN set this
year’s theme as “Families
in Development:

Copenhagen & Beijing

+ 25 7. This year’s

25th anniversary of the

Copenhagen Declaration and Beijing Platform
for Action comes at the time of one of the most
challenging global health and social crises.

The COVID-19 pandemic brings into sharp focus
the importance of investing in social policies and
protecting the most vulnerable individuals and
families. It is families who bear the brunt of the
crisis, sheltering their members from harm, caring
for out of school children and at the same time
continuing their work responsibilities.

In China, we commemorate this year's
International Day of Families with the theme of
“Safeguarding Family Health, Promoting Healthy
China”. Only when families are healthy can our
society function and thrive for prosperity. Family
health is not limited to physical and psychological
wellbeing of family members, but it is also about
equality, dignity and healthy relations between
family members. Women are often less likely
than men to have power in decision-making, and
as a consequence their general and sexual and
reproductive health needs may go unmet. We must
work together to ensure that the health needs of
women and girls are at the center of our efforts.

I would like to express my warmest congratulations
to China Population Welfare Foundation for
hosting this online commemorative event together
with the National Health Commission and China
Family Planning Association. I wish you great
success in promoting greater health and well-being
for all people in China!

And I wish you all “He Jia Huan Le”! (happy
family) Xie Xie
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